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PART A

Noah, Against the Current

— Not intimidated by the world

The Torah portion of Noah tells us about Noah's
generation, which had sunk to the lowest possible
level. As the verse states, “All flesh had corrupted
its way on earth,” to the point that there was no
choice but to destroy all life on earth.

Nevertheless, this did not interfere with Noah's
Divine service. As the verse states, “Noah was a
righteous man, perfect in his generations.”

Despite living in an extremely corrupt generation,
Noah remained a righteous and complete person.
When the rest of his generation was swept away
by the waters of the Flood, he was completely
unharmed. He and his family entered the ark and
were saved from the Flood. Moreover, he ensured
the survival of the entire world by bringing
representatives of every kind of living creature
into the ark, enabling the world to begin anew. As
the Sages put it, “"He saw a new world"—a world
on a higher level than it had been before the
Flood, as will be explained.

In other words, Noah's service of G-d
demonstrates three principles:

A. The state of the world, despite its extreme
moral decline, did not interfere with Noah's service
of G-d.

B. Even in such a corrupt world, Noah ensured the
world's survival and salvation.

C. Not only did he ensure the world's survival, but
he also brought it to a much higher level, as will be
explained at length.
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These three principles provide a lesson for every
Jew in their Divine service, as will be explained.

—— One against the rest

Let us first explain the principle that the state of
the world did not interfere with Noah's Divine
service.

First, Noah remained “a righteous and complete
man,"” despite the corrupt state of the world in
which he lived, as explained above.

This is highlighted by the circumstances under
which Noah entered the ark. He did so against the
wishes of the people of his generation, as Rashi
explains:

—— Soaked to the Bone

When Noah's generation saw that the Flood was
indeed beginning and that Noah was preparing to
enter the ark to escape its waters, they tried to
prevent him from entering. They did not do so out
of wickedness, but because they thought that this
would save them as well.

They knew and understood that since G-d wanted
to save Noah from the punishment of the Flood,
He would certainly not allow the Flood to harm
him. They therefore reasoned that if they
prevented Noah from entering the ark, G-d would
have no choice but to stop the Flood! This is why
they tried to keep him out, knowing that their own
lives depended on it.

Nevertheless, all their opposition accomplished
nothing. On the contrary, “On that very day, Noah
entered the ark.” As Rashi explains, "G-d said, 'l
will bring him in before everyone's eyes, and we
shall see whose word will prevail!"”

live613.com

Live6r3

ORI TN AN 2 NTava aOxMma ooah o
990 0w nwIdw oY% yaia

INTIAY? ¥>I97 KD 0PIV 230w - NWRIT IV 1IR3
M1 5w

% NRN L"Dan prIR” NPT N7 wRah Dao
ST 1AW 2800

T2 ,72°N7 DX M1 ND°ID 19IN2 WA T P
"7 W17°D2 N2IND 1T 212 Dw Onxa?

N ,2°nnn 198 Pan0w IR 115w M7 212 IWRD
51270 onn DIPAY 07D 712°n0 DR 019°7% 11onn
RD ,NNT LR D12°719n 11nn 3nh onand anvi

A7 07 03 702w 1awnw 2190 K2R ,"Mywa" 730

NI 9102 WITPIw POAW 172 W O :Mowad)
M7 K7 NTI2 - 1207 wnyn nl R 2802 13
,071 12wn L1971 M2 ¥a9° D1annw KT N2 v
7PN K2 ,72°N0 PR 01977 MY e KD OwRD
ayum 121277 DR NEYD KON 717772 RIT 02 TR
PV QYT 712700 DR 019°77 110 V11D 181 M

.OWD12 Y11

190 KDY 1297 K2 omMTANn 23 ,19-°9-5y-a8)
AnKR" ,"M2°N0 X 3 13 X2 T O 0Eya” L0
1 927 NN ,0713 2179 107197 2R ,KIT P2 WP

"1oyp

Pizza & Parsha - 2



PARSHAS NOACH - 5787

Picture the scene at that moment:

Noah's colleagues are standing off to the side,
soaked to the bone by the floodwaters that have
already begun covering the earth. (Noah, after all,
"did not enter the ark until the waters forced him
to do so.") Before their eyes stands the ark, into
which Noah and his family are about to enter to
escape the Flood. All their efforts to prevent this
have come to nothing!

And that is not all. They watch as a long
procession of animals, representing every species
in the world, approaches in orderly fashion, two by
two (and seven by seven for the kosher species),
to enter the ark and escape the Flood. Meanwhile,
they remain outside, utterly powerless to do
anything about it.
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PART B

He Saved the World

Let us now explain the second principle: Noah
ensured the survival of the world. This involved
two aspects: (1) Noah's efforts to influence the
world before the Flood, and (2) his role in
preserving the world by bringing representatives
of every kind of living creature into the ark.

_— Inspiring people to repent

1. Noah spent 120 years building the ark. Rashi
explains the reason for this:

— Never give up

During the entire period of 120 years that Noah
spent building the ark, he worked to influence the
people of his generation to repent.

Here we see something remarkable: how much
Noah's efforts could have accomplished in
bringing them to repentance.

Even after 120 years had passed without their
repenting, and the Flood had already begun, the
verse states, "And there was rain upon the earth.”
Rashi explains: “"He brought it down with mercy, so
that if they repented, it would become rain of
blessing.”

In other words, even at the very last moment, after
120 years had passed without their repenting,
Noah could still have inspired them to repent in a
single moment. Had they done so, not only would
they have been spared the punishment of the
Flood, but the floodwaters themselves would have
been transformed into “rain of blessing.”
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This parallels the principle of repentance through
which "“deliberate sins are transformed into
merits.”

—— Find the good in every creature

This brings us to the second aspect of Noah's role
in preserving and saving the world: he brought
representatives of every kind of living creature
into the ark.

The world was in an extremely corrupt state, to
the point that even when the people saw the Flood
actually beginning, they still did not repent.
Nevertheless, Noah ensured the world’s survival
by bringing into the ark “of every living thing, of all
flesh ... birds of every kind, every kind of animal,
and every kind of creature that crawls on the
ground"—representatives of every kind of living
creature in the world.
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PART C

A Glimpse of the Garden of Eden

Let us now explain the third principle: the higher
level Noah brought to the entire creation.

During the time that all the creatures of the world
were inside Noah's ark, they existed in an
extraordinarily elevated state, similar to the way
the world will be in the future Messianic era.

The ark contained representatives of every kind of
animal in the world, including domesticated
animals, wild animals, and birds. This included
predators and birds of prey. Nevertheless,
throughout the entire year they spent in the ark,
“they did no harm to one another at all, and did not
injure one another.”

The extraordinary nature of this phenomenon is
clear. Under the natural order of creation, such a
thing should have been utterly impossible.

Imagine placing a vast variety of animals from all
over the world into a confined space only 300
cubits long, keeping them together for an entire
year, with very few people overseeing them—only
Noah and his sons. By the laws of nature, it would
be impossible for not a single incident of one
animal harming another to occur throughout that
entire period.

And, as mentioned, this included every kind of
animal. Even among kosher animals, it is
remarkable that none harmed another. Although
they do not possess the same natural cruelty as
predators—and for this reason they are kosher—
they can still behave aggressively. This is
illustrated by the case of an ox that gores,
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discussed at length in the Talmud's tractate of
Bava Kamma.

How much more remarkable is this when it comes
to predators and birds of prey, whose instinct for
violence is especially strong. Their very existence,
in the most literal sense, depends on taking the
lives of other animals. Yet even they caused no
harm to any other creature throughout their time in
the ark.

The reason was that an exceptionally lofty Divine
light shone within the ark, similar to the light that
will iluminate the world in the Messianic era. At
that time, the world will reach the state described
by the verse: "The wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat.”
As the verse concludes, “They shall neither harm
nor destroy ... for the earth will be filled with
knowledge of G-d."

live613.com

Live6r3

K177 NPITORT YA 098RW ,0°0711T) 00710 07°n *7y3
N°11 - VIWD - OnPPa Pow 2 771D TV NP2 ApIna
P71 KD Of 03 L,0°0K 00 YA Sw ann nPuIn

.12°N2 oMW 1t 2

MYl PPN TN PN N°NAW C1on 13T Oy
MM IRY X129 TNYY Dw INT DRNT PYn ,amea
Oy A1 W25 Oy 2N " 2w 19IN2 09I 2301 TaYn
YT PN RSN 7D LAnehwe KD W KD, "7 0T

ST DR

Pizza & Parsha - 7



PARSHAS NOACH - 5787

Live6r3

PART D

Take aways

—— Enter the ark

The story of Noah offers a lesson for every Jew in
their service of G-d.

Noah saved and preserved the world by entering
the ark, as G-d commanded him: “Come into the
ark, you and all your household.”

The meaning of this in our service of G-d can be
understood through a teaching of the Baal Shem
Tov, who explained that the word “ark” (teivah)
refers to the words (teivot in Hebrew) of Torah and
prayer.

Thus, “enter the ark” means that we must immerse
ourselves in the words of Torah and prayer.
Through this, we can protect ourselves from the
floodwaters—the overwhelming forces of the
world.

But entering the ark is not only about ourselves.
Just as Noah brought his entire household into the
ark, we must also influence our families to do the
same.

Moreover, just as Noah brought all the creatures of
the world into the ark, so must we bring the entire
world into this spiritual refuge. In this way, we
elevate the world itself, bringing it closer to the
ultimate state of perfection that will be reached in
the Messianic era.

— Stick to your lane

Another lesson can be learned from the way Noah
influenced the world: everything else happened
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on its own.

Noah's responsibility was simply to fulfill the
mission G-d had given him, by building the ark and
feeding all the creatures inside it, as G-d had
instructed him.

As a result, everything else fell into place
naturally: His contemporaries were unable to
prevent him from entering the ark. The animals
came on their own, and they reached a state
resembling the Messianic era when “the wolf will
dwell with the lamb." All this happened without any
special effort on Noah's part. It came about
naturally as a result of his dedication to fulfilling
his mission of serving G-d.

This teaches us that our task is to fulfill our
purpose, as the Sages express it: "l was created to
serve my Creator.” The rest will happen on its
own, without any special effort on our part.

An example of this is the well-known story about
the Baal Shem Tov. Once, he knocked on
someone's window and immediately walked away.
Later, people came to him and gave him what he
needed.

He was subsequently asked an obvious question:
If he needed someone’s help, he should have
waited for the person to open the window and
then explain that he needed money for his
livelihood, for redeeming captives, or for some
other purpose. Why knock on the window and
walk away without waiting for a response?

The Baal Shem Tov explained that G-d wants a
Jew to create a “vessel,” to take a natural step
toward achieving what is needed. As the verse
says, "G-d, your L-rd, will bless you in all that you
do."” For him, knocking on the window already
constituted the necessary natural effort. Once he
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had done his part, he could return home, knowing
that everything else would fall into place on its
own.

This teaches us all that we can structure our lives
such that our sole focus is serving our Creator,
devoting ourselves to Torah study and spreading
Torah. All other matters will then work themselves
out without any special effort on our part. At most,
we need only knock on the window and, at most,
wait for someone to open it and ask what we
need.

The Talmud states this principle explicitly: When
the Jewish people fulfill G-d's will—which refers
here to the form of service described in the first
paragraph of the Shema, including the
commitment to serve G-d “with all your might,”
beyond all limits—then "“strangers will stand and
pasture your flocks."

The verse is speaking about "your flocks," the
Jewish people's own animals, which need to be
pastured. Yet when we fulfill G-d's will, this, too,
takes place without any special effort on our part:
“Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks."”
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REVIEW
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Key Points

PART A
Noah, Against the Current

PART B

He Saved the World

¢ The generation of the Flood was at a profound + Noah built the Ark for 120 years in order to
spiritual low point and was completely rebuke the people of his generation and
corrupt. inspire them to repent.

+ Noah remained "a righteous and ¢ The door of repentance remained open until
wholehearted man” and was not influenced by the very last moment. Had they repented, the
the negative environment around him. Flood would have become rain of blessing.

¢ The people of his generation tried to prevent + Noah worked to save the entire world by
him from entering the Ark, but G-d protected bringing every kind of animal into the Ark.
him and brought him into the Ark in full view
of everyone.

PART C PART D

A Glimpse of the Garden of Eden The Lesson for Us

¢+ Inside the Ark, complete peace prevailed ¢ The command “Come into the Ark”
among all the different kinds of animals, symbolizes entering the "arks"—the words of
including predators and prey, which lived Torah and prayer—which protect us from the
together without harming one another. difficulties of the world.

¢ This phenomenon defied nature and was ¢ A Jew should focus on their spiritual mission
possible only because of a special Divine light and make only the minimum natural effort
that illuminated the Ark. necessary in matters of livelihood, based on

¢ The reality inside the Ark provided a glimpse the Baal Shem Tov’s para'ble: it is enough
of the perfect reality of the Messianic era, simply to knock on the window.
when “the wolf will dwell with the lamb." ¢ When a person fulfills their role with faith, the

other matters, including material success, fall
into place and come about on their own.

Education and instruction. Permitted for non-commercial illustration in a classroom or school setting (UK fair dealing, Copyright,

Designs and Patents Act 1988, s.32). Adapted from Jewish Insights: A Taste of the Rebbe’s Teachings, Parshat Noach © 2025 Shluchim

Office International. Not for sale or commercial use.
Layout & design: Live613 - live613.com

live613.com

Pizza & Parsha - 11



PARSHAS NOACH - 5787 LiV€613

KEEP LEARNING

Where to go from here

RABBI SHLOMO FUCHS
Live613

Rabbi Fuchs' home for Torah wisdom for a fulfilling life: short teachings, voice
notes and videos, plus a direct line to ask him anything.

live613.com/subscribe Get new teachings by email, and join the WhatsApp
updates SUBSCRIBE
live613.com/library Every teaching in one place: writings, audio and video
live613.com/events Upcoming classes and Lunch and Learn
live613.com/connect Ask a question or reach Rabbi Fuchs directly

HERE IN LONDON
Chabad of Golders Green

Home of Pizza & Parsha. Weekly programmes for university students, post grads
and young professionals, Friday night dinners, and a warm shul.

chabadgg.com/7538836 Students: Pizza & Parsha RSVP and student events

STUDENTS
chabadgg.com/5659992 Young Professionals: Shabbat dinners, trips and holiday
events
chabadgg.com Synagogue, weekly schedule, courses and Ask the Rabbi
020 8458 0416 Chabad House of Golders Green, London NW11 8HE

WHEREVER YOU ARE
Chabad around the world

Keep going with the weekly parsha, and find a Chabad House wherever life takes
you.

chabad.org/parshah The weekly Torah portion with articles, audio and video

classes PARSHAH
chabad.org/centers Find a Chabad House near you, anywhere in the world
jewishinsights.org More of the Rebbe's teachings, like the ones in this

booklet

Bring a friend next week.
C J

Pizza & Parsha - every week at Chabad of Golders Green

live613.com Pizza & Parsha - 12



